THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF

opposite. Her ardent, impulsive, Irish nature
had stood the test of an early life of much un-
happiness. Her childhood's home had been a
wretched one; suffering and hardship were her
earliest companions. She had had not only to
maintain herself, but to be the support of others
weaker than herself, and many of these, had
proved unworthy of her devotion. But her
rare nature had risen superior to these, trials,
which, far from crushing her, elicited her finest
qualities.

The indignation aroused in her by injustice1, and

oppression,  her revolt  against   the   consecrated

tyranny of conventionality, impelled her to raise

her voice in behalf of the weak and unfortunate.

The   book which   made, her  name  famous,  A

Vindication of the Rights of iyomen> won for her

then, as it has done since, an admiration from half

of mankind only equalled by the rciprobution of

the other half*    Yet most of its theories, then

considered so dangerously extreme, would to-day

be contested by few, although the frankness of

expression thought so shocking now attracted no

special notice then, and indicated no coarseness

of feeling, but only the habit of calling things by

their names*

In 1792, desiring to become better acquainted
with the French language, and also to follow on
the spot the development of France's efforts in